Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction
Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports

Extension Agent Reports

2-22-2000

County Agent's Notes: A crash course on spring stuff - February
22, 2000
Ernest "Ernie" Flint Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ext-ua-flintreports

Recommended Citation
Ernest "Ernie" Hilmon Flint, Jr. collection, Special Collections Department, Mississippi State University
Libraries

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Extension Agent Reports at Scholars Junction. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports by an authorized administrator
of Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.

County Agent’s Notes:

February 22, 2000

A crash course on spring stuff.
Since my attempt at rainmaking has obviously failed, I will go back to standard things
and remind you, and myself, of a few of the things that need to be done this time of year. We get
a lot of calls about a wide variety of things, and you may be able to use some of the answers.
For vegetable gardeners, it’s a good time to apply lime and fertilizers containing
phosphate and potash. It’s early yet to be applying nitrogen except for cool season crops like
greens.
You need to be getting ready to start seeds inside so they will be ready to transplant into
the garden. Plan on doing this in a spot where there is plenty of sunlight to prevent seedlings
from being “leggy” and easily broken as you are handling them.
Make your dormant spray applications on fruit trees. If you see that buds are beginning
to swell get this done quickly since the oil spray may damage tender growth as the buds break
open. Also, fertilize your fruit trees with phosphate and phosphate fertilizers, but wait on the
nitrogen until after blooms fall off. These applications are also good for pecans. Something else
that home gardeners usually forget or at least overlook is that fruit trees need well-limed soil just
like most other crops. Just sprinkle the lime on the surface of the soil, and the rain will carry it to
the roots. That is, if we ever get any rain.
Start preparing the soil for tomatoes by digging a hole where you plan to grow each plant,
and mix compost with soil and sand to create a deep mellow rooting medium. Mound the

material well above the level of the ground and allow it to settle and firm up until time to set the
plants.
We have a lot of calls about lawn weed control about this time every year. It’s too late to
prevent weeds from growing so the application of preemerge type herbicides now is a total waste
of time and money. I know the garden supply stores are selling them now, but that does not
mean its time to use them. Also, most of these products will actually damage the grass to some
degree, inhibiting the proper development of roots that will be necessary for good grass growth
during the summer months. The best ways to remove weeds now is either to mow or to spot
spray with materials like Roundup or 2,4-D, applying the product directly to the unwanted
plants. Be very careful not to allow these products to come in contact with desirable plants in the
area.
It’s still OK to prune roses, shrubs, and fruit trees. Quite a few people are cutting shrubs
back almost to the ground to allow them to regenerate. Although this is a drastic measure, it is a
good practice when old shrubs have gotten unmanageable. This is also a good time to move
shrubs, but be sure to water them thoroughly after transplanting to allow them to get well
established. If you move an older plant, it’s usually a good idea to cut it back severely, this way
the damaged root system does not have to support a large amount of foliage. Always mulch
transplanted shrubs to prevent the soil from drying out quickly.
Please avoid using freshly shredded wood as mulching material because it may produce
organic acids that leach down into the roots of your shrubs and damage them. Allow the material
to decompose before using it. This is particularly true of shrubs that are susceptible to oak root
rot. This disease may kill a wide variety of woody shrubs by infecting the roots with a very
damaging fungus. Many of you have noticed that Leyland cypress trees were damaged last year

where this type of mulch was used, and it can infect several other popular shrubs and shade
species.
Avoid pruning pines this time of year since this is an open invitation to damage by
southern pine beetle. Pines will not have time to heal over before warm weather, and the scent of
the sap from pruning scars will attract the insects. Once in the area, these insects will also infest
pines in the same area even though they were not pruned. Late fall is about the only safe time to
prune pines so they will have the entire winter to seal themselves before the insects become
active in the spring.
This is a great time to apply control measures for fire ants. Only half a teaspoonful of
Orthene lightly sprinkled on even the largest of fire ant mounds will control the entire colony.
Do not disturb the surface of the mound as you are doing this and the worker ants will carry the
material deep into the mound and give the best control. Follow up with additional applications
to any secondary mounds you may find about two weeks later, and you will greatly reduce the
amount of ant activity around your home for the entire summer.
Please avoid burning until we get some rain. A spark from the most innocent trash fire
could ignite a wildfire we can’t afford. A good trick is to go ahead and pile up all the stuff you
want to burn and cover the pile with plastic or a tarp; then after a good rain take the cover off and
burn while everything else is wet. This could save you a lot of trouble.
These are just a few things that can be done. Call us at
questions.

if you have other

